Wilson County News Q & A

By Calvin R. Finch, PhD, SAWS Director, and Horticulturist

Week of July 18, 2012
Q.
I have lost several evergreen bushes this past year.  I would like to replace some with “Knockout Rose” bushes.  I need to put something on the front corners of our 1966 era ranch style home.  I think this rose bush would be great since nothing seems to last too long in these areas, but may be too big and bushy.  Is there a dwarf knockout rose bush?  Also, I want to put them around our new flagpole area.

A.
There are no dwarf Knockouts but they only grow to six feet tall and prune easily.  You might want to consider the “Martha Gonzales Rose”.  It stays generally under four feet and bloom just as long as knockout.  It is very tough and has quarter-size blood-red blooms. 
Q.
I have a magnolia tree that I’ve had about three, maybe four years now.  I would guesstimate its height to be about 20 feet.  My question is what could be causing some of the leaves to turn brown?  I’ve read that it could be caused by lack of water or too much water.  Considering the spring we’ve had, I can’t imagine it’s a lack of water.  Is there something to be concerned about and/or what is the recommended treatment?  The tree currently has several buds and has bloomed every year. 

A.
Magnolias have a very difficult time in obtaining iron from our soils.  They are acid lovers.  The symptoms are caused by that difficulty.  The tree is trying to grow in response to the wonderful conditions this spring but probably has a damaged root system from last year’s drought.  If good conditions continue, it should grow through it but they are always sensitive to the stresses of our soil and erratic rainfall. 

Q.
I have two large sago palms.  Starting about two years ago every time they put out new leaves, they have brown patches all over them or the bottom half of the leaves comes out and dies immediately.  They are growing great and the unaffected part of the leaves look good. 
A.
The symptoms sound like you may have more than one problem happening here.  Sago palms are tough but foliage problems do regularly appear.  Do you have scale insects on the stems and leaves?  They are sucking insects that live in shells on the leaves and stems.  They are hard to kill.  Obtain some horticultural oil and dilute it as the label directs.  Mix in some acephate (Orthene) and then apply thoroughly to the plants.  The oil suffocates and the acephate helps kill the pests.  Is there any chance that the plant is receiving too much water or that the water is not draining well?  If there is any question, cut back on the water.  Sagos are almost impossible to kill with drought but they can react in the manner you describe to excess water.  It will be a relatively slow recovery period. 
Q.
I read an article you wrote regarding lawn care.  You published a calendar reading what a homeowner should do to help keep a lawn in good condition each month of the year.  I failed to retrieve this information.  Is there a website where I can download the article containing your information for these months?  I would appreciate having this information. 

A.
We sent the Lawn Care calendar to you.  For other readers that may want the Lawn Care calendar, send us a self-addressed stamped envelope to “Lawn Care Calendar”, Calvin Finch, P. O. Box 2449, San Antonio, Texas 78298. 

